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and North-western Africa,” but does not refer to its astern 
range, except incidentally by including in the list of speci- 
mens at the British Museum one from Bogos Land, where, 
according to Von Heuglin, it is resident, as also about Lake 
Tana and on the Blue and White Niles *. 

The Leyden and Norwich Museums contain specimens 
from Nubia, and that of Brussels one obtained in Arabia t. 

In Western Africa D. ardesiacus is found as far north as 
the river Gambia, specimens from thence being preserved in 
the British and Leyden Museums; whilst on the other side 
of the equator it has been found to extend to the southern 
parts of Angola in the vicinity of the river Cunéné {. 

The geographical range of the other two species of Dis- 
sodectes is much more limited than that of D. ardesiacus ; 
but that of D. dickinsoni nevertheless extends across the 
African continent, it having been originally obtained in the 
Zambesi district of East Africa, and subsequently in West 
Africa at Caconda in Benguela §, where it appears, in very 
numerous flocks, in the month of August, the time of the 
forest-fires, chasing the insects which are disturbed by the 
flames. 

The remaining species of the subgenus, D. zoniventris, 
appears to be entirely confined to Madagascar. 


XXIV.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 169.] 
33. Agassiz’s Report on the Museum of Comparative Zoology. 
{Annual Report of the Curator of the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
at Harvard College for 1879-80. Cambridge: 1880.] 
The report gives a most gratifying account of the progress 
of this noble institution. During the twenty years that have 


* Orn. N.O.-Afr. vol. i. p. 35. 

+ Schlegel, Mus. des Pays-Bas, Falcones, p. 21. 

t Du Bocage, Orn. d’Angola, vol. i. p. 54. 

§ Du Bocage, Orn. d’Angola, vol. i. p. 55; also 17th List of Birds of 
Portuguese West Africa, p. 9, 19th List, p. 3, and 20th List, p. 16. 
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elapsed since its foundation, the building has more than 
trebled in size, and rapid progress has been made in the 
arrangement of the extensive collections. As regard the 
portion of them more especially interresting to the readers 
of this Journal, we are told :— 

“The department of oology has been increased by the 
addition of the valuable collection of eggs left to the museum 
by the late Dr. Thomas M. Brewer, of Boston, numbering 
about three thousand five hundred lots, and not far from 
one thousand species. 

“ Besides the identification and intercalation of the addi- 
tions, a systematic catalogue of the birds’ skins has been 
begun during the last year; and already upward of one 
thousand species have been critically revised or determined, 
covering the Psittaci, the Trochilide, and the Oscines from 
the Turdidæ to the Icteride. This catalogue, when com- 
pleted, will show at a glance not only what species are in the 
collection, but the number of specimens of each and the loca- 
lities represented. 

“Of the considerable number of families thus far revised, 
about twenty to seventy-five per cent. of the known species 
are represented, the average being not far from one third.” 


34. Bocage on the Birds of Zambesia. 


[Aves da Zambezia e do Transvaal, colligidas pelo major Serpa Pinto, 
por J. V. Barboza du Bocage. Jor. Sc. Math. Phys. e Nat. Lisboa, 
No. xxvii. p. 188. ] 

Prof. Bocage gives a list of forty species represented in 
the collection made by Major Serpa Pinto in his recent 
journey across the southern portion of the African continent, 
and adds remarks. Of these thirty-eight were obtained in 
the Luchuma—a large territory drained by the Upper Zam- 
besi. None are new; and almost all are species already re- 
corded from Mossamedes and Benguela. 


35. Bulletin of the Nutiall Ornithological Club. 


[Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club. Vol. v. No. 4. October, 
1880. ] 


This part concludes vol. v., and contains title, index, &c. 
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Mr. Frank W. Langdon describes and figures a supposed new 
Warbler of the genus Helminthophaga, proposed to be called 
H. cincinnatiensis, based on a single specimen obtained by the 
describer in Ohio in May 1880. In a subsequent note Mr. 
Ridgway suggests that this singular bird may be a hybrid 
between Helminthophaga pinus and Oporornis formosa. 


36. Burbridge’s ‘Gardens of the Sun.’ 


[The Gardens of the Sun: a Naturalist's Journey on the Mountains and 
in the Forests and Swamps of Borneo and the Sulu Archipelago. By F. 
W. Burbridge. 8vo. London: John Murray, 1880.] 

Mr. Burbridge is a well-known collector of plants, and 
gives us an interesting account of his journcy vid Labuan to 
Northern Borneo and the Sulu Islands in quest of botanical 
novelties. Two expeditions were made up the celebrated 
mountain Kina Balou by different routes, in search of Pitcher- 
plants (Nepenthes). On the Lawas river Mr. Burbridge met 
with Lobiophasis bulweri and other fine Pheasants (see p. 61). 
Mr. Burbridge reprints in an appendix the two papers pub- 
lished by Mr. Sharpe (P. Z. S. 1879) on birds from Kina 
Balu andthe Sulu Islands. It would appear, however, from 

~from.Mr. Burbridge’s footnote (p. 359), that in the former 
case the specimens obtained by “ Mr. Treacher’s collectors” 
were not got on the Kina Balou, but on the “ route between 
Gaya Bay and Kivan (alt. 3000 feet),’’ where the ascent of 
the mountain commences. It follows that we are, as yet, 
very little acquainted with the birds of the elevated range of 
Kina Balou. 


37. Cory’s ‘ Beautiful and Curious Birds,’ 


[Beautiful and Curious Birds of the World. By Charles B. Cory, 
F.LS., F.Z.S., &c. Part i. October, 1880. Elephant folio. Boston, 
Mass., U. S. A.] 

The contents of part i. of this work, which measures 2 feet 
3 inches by 1 foot 10 inches, are figures of Didus ineptus and 
Ptiloris paradiseus, and accompanying letterpress. 

We trust Mr. Cory will excuse us if we say, in our opinion, 
the production of expensive illustrations of enormous size 
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will not so much advance ornithological science as his humbler 
efforts on the birds of the Bahamas and the inhabitants of 
the Magdalen Islands. Let us suggest to Mr. Cory that a 
companion volume to the former, devoted to the birds of St. 
Domingo, is one much wanted by naturalists. 


38. D’ Albertis’s ‘ New Guinea.’ 


[New Guinea: what I did and what I saw. By L. M. D'Albertis. 
2 vols. 8vo. London: Sampson Low. 1880. ] 


Mr. D’Albertis’s narrative of his first voyage to New 
Guinea (1872-72), as of his three expeditions up the Fly 
River in 1875 and the two following years, will be read with 
the greatest interest by every naturalist. Perhaps the most 
attractive part is the account of his visit to Hatam and the 
Arfak Mountains in September 1872, where he succeeded in 
attaining an elevation of about 5500 feet. Notes on the birds 
observed and obtained are interspersed throughout the narra- 
tive, which is in the form of a journal; but the scientific 
names are not always correctly spelt. A short general ac- 
count of the collections of birds made during the several 
expeditions, with references to the memoirs in which they 
have been described, would, perhaps, have been more useful 
than the lists of names printed in the appendix. Coloured 
figures are given of Lophorina atra, Parotia sexpennis, and 
Drepanornis albertisi, copied, the two former from Gould’s 
‘ Birds of New Guinea,’ the last from the figure in the P. Z. S. 
(1878, pl. xlvn.). The occurrence of Dasyptilus pesqueti 
on the Fly River (ii. p. 103) is noteworthy, as also the results 
of the examination of the stomachs of Seleucides alba (ibid. 
p. 278). The following passage (i. p. 67), so far as we know, 
gives us a new fact in the history of Pomatorhinus isidorit :— 

“I have remarked, without being able to explain the fact, 
that the Pomatorhinus is in the habit of following Birds of 
Paradise. At Ramoi I saw it following the Cicinnurus and 
the Seleucides ; today it was following the Papuan or Minor 
Bird of Paradise. Perhaps it is attracted by the bright 
colours of the latter. J should think this was the case, if I 
had only seen it following the males; but as I have often seen 
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it following the females of the above-named species, there 
must be some other reason for the habit.” 


39. Fischer and Reichenow on Birds from East Africa. 


[Ueber eine dritte Collection von Vogelbalgen aus Ost-Afrika, gesam- 
melt von Dr. G. A. Fischer. Von Dr. G. A. Fischer und Dr. Ant. Rei- 
chenow. J.f. O. 1880, p. 139.] 

The authors give an account of the third collection made 
by Dr. G. A. Fischer in Zanzibar and on the opposite coast. 
The collection contained examples of twenty-six species. 
One of them is referred to a new species (Cinnyris fischeri), 
and one to a new subspecies (Dryoscopus major mossambicus). 


40. Giglioli on Fish-eating Birds in Italy. 


[Elenco dei Mammiferi, degli Uccelli e dei Rettili ittiofagi apparte- 
nenti alla Fauna italica e Catalogo degli Anfibi e dei Pesci italiani. Per 
Prof. Enrico H. Giglioli. 8yo. Firenze: 1880.] 

A part of the catalogue issued in connexion with the Italian 
Section at the International Fish-Exhibition in Berlin last 
year. Sixty-three Italian birds are classed as more or less 
ichthyophagous. 


41. Hartlaub on new African Birds. 


[Ueber einige neue von Dr. Emin Bey, Gouverneur der Aequatorial- 
provinzen Aegyptens, um Lado, Central-Afrika entdecte Vögel. Von Dr. 
G. Hartlaub. J. f. O. 1880, p. 210.] 

Lado, the capital of the new equatorial provinces of Egypt, 
lies upon the high bank of the Bahr Djébel, about 5° north 
of the equator, at an elevation of 1530 feet above the sea- 
level. Dr. Emin Bey is the governor. The new species now 
described, from a collection transmitted by Dr. Emin Bey, 
are named Sorella emini-bey, Dryoscopus cinerascens, Acro- 
cephalus albotorquatus, and Anthreptes orientalis. Sorella is 
a new genus allied to Nigrita. 


42. Harting on Hawks and Hawking. 


[Hawks and Hawking. By J. E. Harting, F.L.S., F.Z.S.. Zoologist, 
1880, p. 273.] i 
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Mr. Harting gives us here the substance of one of the 
“ Davis Lectures,” which he delivered at the Zoological So- 
ciety’s Gardens on June 24th last year. 


43. Lawrence on a new Chrysotis. 

[Description of a new Species of Parrot of the Genus Chrysotis, from 
the Island of Dominica. By George N. Lawrence. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 
vol. ii. p. 254.] 

The species is named C. nichollsi, after Dr. Nicholls, who 
discovered it, and belongs to the group of C. bouqueti. The 
existence of a second large Chrysotis in Dominica is very 
singular. 


44. Nehring on Prehistoric Bone-deposits. 

[Die Raubvögel und die prähistorischen Knochenlager. Von Dr. A. 
Nehring. Corresp.-Blatt der deutschen Gesell. f. Anth., Eth. u. Urge- 
schichte, 1879, p. 57.] 

Dr. Nehring discusses the question how far birds of prey, 
and especially Owls, can be considered to have contributed to 
the formation of bone-deposits in caverns. He comes to the 
conclusion that they have played a not unimportant part in 
this matter. 


45. Reinhardt on Loxia leucoptera. 

[Er Loxia leucoptera, Gm., virkelig truffen i Danmark? , Af J. Rein- 
hardt. Vidensk. Med. Kjöbenhavn, 1881.] 

Prof. Reinhardt discusses the four alleged occurrences of 
the North-American Loria leucoptera in Denmark. He comes 
to the conclusion that two of these birds are really L. bifas- 
ciata, and that the other two cases cannot be depended upon. 


46. Reinhardt on Lanius major. 


[Om Lanius major, Pall. og dens Forekomst her i Landet. Af J. Rein- 
hardt. Vidensk. Med. Kjöbenhavn, 1879-80.] 

Two examples of Lanius major of Pallas occurred in Den- 
mark in 1874 and 1875, and are now in the collection of 
Danish birds in the Museum of Copenhagen. Prof. Rein- 
hardt discusses at some length the relationship of this form 
to the nearly allied L. excubitor. 


Recently published Ornithological Works. 285 


47. Seebohm’s ‘ Siberia in Europe.’ 


[Siberia in Europe: a Visit to the Valley of the Petchora, in North- 
east Russia; with descriptions of the Natural History, Migration of Birds, 
&e. By Henry Seebohm, F.L.S. &. 8vo. London, 1880. (John 
Murray.) ] . 


No ornithologist can fail to read Mr. Seebohm’s ‘ Siberia 
in Europe’ with unflagging interest. Some of the passages 
will be already familiar to readers of ‘ The Ibis,’ but even 
they will be glad to reperuse the narrative of his stirring 
adventures and brilliant discoveries in a connected form. 
The following extract gives a summary of the results of the 
expedition :— 

“ Of the half dozen British birds, the discovery of whose 
breeding-grounds had baffled the efforts of our ornithologists 
for so long, we succeeded in bringing home identified eggs 
of three—the Grey Plover, the Little Stint, and Bewick’s 
Swan. 

“ Of the remaining three, two, the Sanderling and the 
Knot, were found breeding by Captain Feilden, in lat. 82°, 
during the Nares Arctic Expedition; but the breeding- 
grounds of the Curlew Sandpiper still remain a mystery. We 
added several birds to the European list, which had either 
never been found in Europe before, or only doubtfully so, 
such as the Siberian Chiff-chaff, the Petchora Pipit, the Si- 
berian Herring-Gull, the arctic forms of the Marsh-Tit, and 
the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, the Yellow-headed Wagtail, 
and the Asiatic Stonechat. We brought home careful records 
of the dates of arrival of the migratory birds which breed in 
these northern latitudes, besides numerous observations on 
the habits of little-known birds. Our list of skins brought 
home exceeded a thousand, and of eggs rather more than six 
hundred.” 

The understanding of the journey is much facilitated by an 
excellent map of the route. The woodcuts are very nice, 
especially those representing the nests, eggs, and young of 
the Grey Plover and Little Stint. (These plates are only 
given in a few presentation copies.) 

SER. IV.—VOL. V. x 
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48. Seebohm on the Nesting of the Spoonbill. 


[A Visit to the Colony of Spoonbillsnear Amsterdam. By Henry See- 
bohm, F.Z.S. Zoologist, 1880, p. 457. | 

Mr. Seebohm and Capt. Elwes, on the 23rd May last year, 
made an excursion to the breeding-place of the Spoonbills on 
the Horster Meer, between Amsterdam and Utrecht, which 
was visited by Sclater and Mr. A. W. Forbes in 1877, as 
already recorded in this Journal (Ibis, 1877, p. 412), and 
obtained a fine series of eggs. 


49. Sharpe on new Birds from New Guinea. 


[Description of two new Species of Birds from South-eastern New 
Guinea. By R. Bowdler Sharpe, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e., Senior Assistant, 
Department of Zoology, British Museum. Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. ser. 5, 
vol. iii. p. 313. ] 

The species are Pecilodryas flavicincta and Aprosmictus 
broadbenti, both in a collection transmitted by Mr. Broadbent. 


50. Sharpe on two new Kingfishers. 


[Description of two remarkable new Species of Kingfishers. By R. 
Bowdler Sharpe, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e., Department of Zoology, British Mu- 
seum. Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. ser. 5, vol. vi. p. 231.] 

From a collection made by Mr. Charles Huntein on the 
East Cape, Milne Bay, and its vicinity, Mr. Sharpe describes 
two fine novelties, Tanysiptera danae, allied to T. nympha, 
and Clytoceyx rex, something like Dacelo gaudichaudi, but 
with a much thickened biil. 


XXV.— Letters, Announcements, &c. 

We have received the following letters addressed to the 

Editors of ‘ The Ibis ?— 
Turin, Dec. 28th, 1880. 

Sirs,—Mr. Hume, in the last Nos. 1-3 of ‘ Stray Feathers,’ 
p. 117, mentions my Stachyris bocagei (Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
Xiv. p. 223), and says that he should like very much to know 
how it can be distinguished from Stachyris assimilis, Wald. 


